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secutive years, it had exasperated organized labour, infuriated
Nonconformity and alienated some of its own leading members
by flirting with tariff reform. Mr. Chamberlain had resigned
from the Government in order to be free to wage his campaign
after his own fashion, and was engaged in an endeavour to force
or cajole the Prime Minister into adopting his full programme.
But Mr. Balfour was still contemplating the problem with meta-
physical detachment and was reluctant to commit his party to a
doctrine which, in spite of its powerful appeal of "Tax the
Foreigner," was open to the deadly retort: "Your Food Will Cost
You More."

Rufus Isaacs in his election address and in his speeches put
the fiscal question in the forefront, also devoting attention to
Army reorganization, licensing, education and the legal position
of the trade unions.

Since it was a by-election there were plenty of politicians from
outside the constituency ready to help both candidates.

Among those who came to give active aid to the Liberal cause
were Mr. David Lloyd George, who, undeterred by the unpopu-
larity which his support of the Boers had brought him during
the South African War, had made a great reputation as the most
formidable critic of the recent Education Act $ Mr. Edwin
Montagu, just down from Cambridge 5 and Mr. Freeman-
Thomas, the young member for Hastings.

Of these three Mr. Lloyd George was as Prime Minister to
offer to Rufus Isaacs seventeen years later the mighty office of
Viceroy of India $ Mr. Montagu was to be Secretary of State for
India during the early years of his Viceroyalty $ and Mr. Freeman-
Thomas was first to be Governor of Madras during a part of
the same period and later himself Viceroy and Marquess of
Willingdon.

After nine days of intensive electioneering the poll was
declared on August 4 and Rufus Isaacs found himself elected by
a majority of 250, only 9 votes less that Mr. Palmer's majority
in 1900, in all the circumstances a most satisfactory result.

On August 9 Mr. Rufus Isaacs, K.C., M.P., took his seat in
the House of Commons, introduced by Mr. Herbert (afterward
Viscount) Gladstone, the Liberal Chief Whip, and Mr. (after-
ward Sir Charles) Rose, member for the unexpectedly Liberal
division of Newmarket, whose home was at Mapledurham near
Reading, and who had rendered tireless and invaluable service
during the campaign.

A feature of the contest had been the posters proclaiming in
great letters of the opportunely Liberal red the slogan: "Rufus